


Santa Rosa HCCA Meeting Minutes: March 8, 2023 

  

Attendees:  

Don & Pam Johnson  

John & Linda Pearson  

Wayne & Kim Simoni  

Linda Eggleston  

Donna Jones  

Stan Ramondo  

Vicky Porter  

Guy & Michelle Smith  

  

President Stan Ramondo called meeting to order at 6:20PM  

  

Treasurer’s Report: Linda Eggleston  

  Balance: $1,098.61  

  Some members have not yet paid their 2023 dues; if not, please do so!  

  

Old Business: Stan Ramondo  

  We are all getting old    

  The 2023 Installation dinner was a success  

  

New Business:   

  Packard Convention, Rohnert Park: June 25-30,  https://www.packardclub.org/html/national-

meet.htm  

HCCA National Convention and Tour, Visalia CA   

    April 14 – 15: Swap Meet in Tulare  

   April 16 – 19: Convention & Tour in Visalia  

 

   Who from our club is planning on attending:  

     Simonis  

     John Pearson   

    Guy Smith     Donna 

Jones  

                          ???  

Jeff Owens’ cars will be sold off this spring. If interested call Sue Gerssing 707-217-3789  

  

2023 SRHCCA Tour dates are set and a few dates remain open. Sign up with John Pearson if interested 

in hosting a tour!  

  

President Stan Ramondo adjourned the meeting at 6:41PM  

  

Respectfully submitted by Kimberly Simoni, Secretary  
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Re:  Renewal Reminder; 8th International Tour; Touring Opportunities on the Calendar; …. 

Issue: 2023-03-01 #03 
 

• As a Reminder – Daylight Savings Time 

begins March 12th.  Don’t forget to reset your 

clocks.  It is also Time to renew your HCCA 

Membership.  Don’t delay, Do that Today! 

https://hcca.org/member-signup/   

 

• 2024 8th International Tour – The 8th 

HCCA International Tour is all planned, and 

will be hosted in Australia in 2024.  Tour 

planners are currently requesting Expressions 

of Interest (EOI) from members, to help them 

in their planning. 

Go to the link, and express your interest:  

https://hccasea.org/  And, by the way, the 

Tour will be held May 26 thru June 1, 2024.  

Make plans Now! 

 

• What’s on the Calendar – The Latest from 

the HCCA Gazette and Website:   

 

- 33rd Annual Chickasha Pre-War Swap 

Meet.   Chickasha, OK,  March 17 - 18, 

2023.   Host: Mike or Susie Ersland.  

405-224-9090 

- HCCA National Convention and Tour, 

Visalia, CA,  April 16 – 20, 2023. 

Contact: Don Azevedo  925-301-5315 

Email: imnuts4fords@comcast.net 

Alt Contact: Mike Reid  780-464-6146 

Email: mreid@wdcoauto.com 

- BBC Tour and Swap Meet, Gettysburg, 

PA, May 14 – 18, 2023. Swap Meet on 

May 14. Tour days May 15 – 18. 

Sponsor: Susquehanna Valley Regional 

Group. Hosts: Pat and Marcy Gamble, 

717-383-0360   or:   bbcinfo@mail.com  

- Keystone Hill Climb and Endurance Run 

Whidbey Island, WA, June 14 – 17, 

2023. Sponsor: Single Cylinder Touring 

Registry. Contact: Rich Anderson,     

206-240-9434. 

singlecylindertouringregistry@gmail.co

m  

- New England Brass and Gas Tour, 

Ludlow, VT,  June 19 – 23, 2023. 

Sponsor: Autoneers. Contacts: Karen 

Tomko, 203-247-7906 or Jan Kendrick, 

207-381-7938. Email: 

kmtomko13@gmail.com - (Karen) 

janfkendrick@gmail.com     -      (Jan) 

- HCCA Southern Ontario One and Two 

Tour   Orillia, ONT, Canada, June 22 – 

25, 2023. Contact: John Smith, 705-325-

7107. Email: johngsmith@rogers.com 

- Celebration of Brass III, Show, Swap 

Meet, and HCCA Tour, Hickory 

Corners, MI. Sponsor: The Museum of 

the Horseless Carriage. Contact: Kevin 

Fleck, 269-830-6174 email: 

kfleck@outlook.com; Website: 

www.museumofthehorselesscarriage.org

/events 

- La Belle Province Tour, Saint-Jean-sur-

Richelieu, Quebec, Canada. July 16 – 21, 

2023. Sponsor: Southern Ontario 

Regional Group.  Contacts: Andre De 

Montigny, 450-822-9152 or Jean-Rene 

Laganiere, 418-325-5146, Email: 

celdemhouse@hotmail.com (Andre), 

jrlt15@hotmail.com (Jean-Rene) 

- 37th New London to New Brighton 

Antique Car Run New London, MN. 

August 9 - 12, 2023. Contact: Bruce Van 

Sloun, 612-963-7586 Website: 

www.antiquecarrun.org 

Doug Tomb / Douglas.tomb@verizon.net 

Board Member – HCCA NN Editor … 
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Santa Rosa Horseless Carriage Club Meeting Minutes – April 12, 2023 
 

Attendees: 

Kim & Wayne Simoni  Donna Jones 

Bill Scales & Cinda Craven John & Linda Pearson 

Linda Eggleston   Don & Pam Johnson 

Stan Ramondo   Guy & Michelle Smith 

 

President Stan Ramondo called the meeting to order at 6:21 PM 

 

March meeting minutes approved as submitted 

 

Treasurer’s Report: $1192.61 (Linda Eggleston, Treasurer) 

 

Old Business: None 

 

New Business: None 

 

Tours (John Pearson) 

April 23 Fisherman’s Festival Tour 

Meet at El Molino High school in Forestville at 9AM, depart 9:30 

 

San Francisco Tour June 2 

More info in this Sidelights issue 

 

Packard National Meet, June 26-30,  Rohnert Park 

https://www.packardclub.org/html/national-meet.htm 

 

Sunshine Report (Linda Pearson) 

 Vicky Porter recovering from surgery. At Summerfield Acute Care. Card sent 

 Maury Nelson pass away recently 

 

President Stan Ramondo closed the meeting at 6:43PM 

 

Respectfully submitted by Kimberly Simoni, Secretary 

 

https://www.packardclub.org/html/national-meet.htm








Holiday Inn Express

National HCCA Tour

GETTYSBURG
Pennsylvania

MAY 14 - 18, 2023

Ike welcomes you to:

Flea Market: May 14
Tour May 15 - 18

Tour Information:
Pat Gamble  (717) 383 - 0360
Registration Information:
Marcy Gamble  (717)  951-7095
Flea Market Information:
T.W. or Jeanette Scott  (443)  996-7788







 

 

ASSEMBLY MEMBER DAVID ALVAREZ INTRODUCED ASSEMBLY BILL 436 WHICH REMOVES THE AUTHORIZA-
TION FOR A LOCAL AUTHORITY TO ADOPT RULES AND REGULATIONS REGARDING CRUISING.  

During the 2021-2022 legislative session, Assembly Concurrent Resolution 176 (ACR 176-Rivas) was unani-
mously approved by the State Legislature. The resolution encourages cities to repeal their bans and recognizes 
that cruising holds cultural significance for many communities. The Alvarez bill would amend the California 
Vehicle Code to prohibit local authorities from stopping drivers from cruising and driving cars that have been 
modified to be of a certain height.  
 
The following Clubs and individuals have supported this bill: 
Assembly Member Luz Rivas 
Sacramento Lowrider Commission 
San Francisco Lowrider Council 
California Lowrider Alliance 
United Lowrider Coalition 
Sacramento City Councilmember Katie Valenzuela 

 CALIFORNIA INTRODUCES A BILL TO EXPAND THE LEGACY LICENSE PLATE PROGRAM 
 
  

 
 
You can use the following provided by SEMA to write your representative: 
 
I respectfully request your support for legislation (AB 378) which would expand the state’s successful Legacy 
License Plate Program, bringing more of a retro look to modern license plates by allowing motorists to choose 
one or both of the following designs resembling plates that were previously available in the state: 1950s 
(black lettering on yellow background) and 1970s (yellow lettering on blue background). 
 
If passed, AB 378 would require at least 7,500 applications for any one particular plate design to be received 
by the DMV on or before January 1, 2025, in order to go into production.  
 
Additionally, AB 378 would give motorists new options on what sort of license plates to use on their vehicles 
and provide classic car collectors a risk-free way to acquire plates that match the vintage of their vehicles. 
 
AB 378 also promotes the growth of the collector car community and the marketplace it supports. 
 
Lastly, AB 378 would recognize the growing interest of vehicle owners in vintage-style options and offers a 
desirable alternative to traditional license plates that allows vehicles to be personalized further. 

Legislative Update Continued 

ACCC’s MISSION 
We form the bridge between the automotive enthusiast and our elected officials (who have stated that about 85 percent of 
their votes are cast on unfamiliar subjects). We are united to serve by informing and educating our members, and by using 
appropriate channels of communication at all levels of government, as necessary, to protect and preserve the collectible auto-
mobile hobby.  

Article 8.3, Section 5050. of the California Vehicle Code, authored by the ACCC, states:  
“The legislature finds and declares that constructive leisure pursuits by California citizens is most important. This article is 
intended to encourage responsible participation in the hobby of collecting, preserving, restoring, and maintaining motor ve-
hicles of historical and special interest, which hobby contributes to the enjoyment of the citizens and the preservation of Cal-
ifornia automotive memorabilia.”  

6 

Continued from page 5 





HCCA National News  Page 1 
 

 

 
 
 
Re:  HCCA Convention Board Meetings; Gazette Index Database; Celebration of Brass III; …. 

Issue: 2023-04-01 #04 

 

• National Convention Board Meetings – It’s 

time for the HCCA National Convention and 

Tour, this time in California. 

One of the highlights of the annual 

Convention is the Board of Directors 

Meetings.  We close out the past year, with 

the fourth Board Meeting of the year, and we 

start the new year off with the first Board 

Meeting.  In baseball, you would call this a 

Double Header! 

Both Board meetings will be held at the 

Visalia Marriott at the Convention Center, in 

Visalia, California, on Sunday, April 16th.   

The first meeting will start at 9:00 AM, and 

the second meeting will follow immediately 

after, at approximately 11:00 AM.  The 

Board has arranged for plenty of coffee on 

hand, so the meetings can get off to an early 

start.   

Everything should be concluded by 

lunchtime, and the afternoon is open for other 

activities.  

This is also our chance to thank the board 

members who are finishing up their term on 

the board, and to welcome the new members:  

Rusty Berg, Danny Case, and Jeff Chattin. 

HCCA members are not only welcome to 

attend both meetings, your participation is 

actively encouraged!   

This is your Club, and this is your chance to 

sit in and see what the Board is doing on your 

behalf.  Plan to attend. 

There will be time for questions, comments, 

and suggestions for the Board, or if you just 

want to sit in, but please join us.  We need 

your input, and this is the perfect time to do 

it.  Don’t miss it. 

 

• Gazette Index Database – Did you receive 

your March-April issue of the HCCA 

Gazette?  Take a look at the article on Page 

51, “Introducing: The Gazette Database”, by 

Peter Findlay.  In the article, Peter introduces 

the HCCA Gazette Index Application:   

“The HCCA Gazette Database contains a 

record (or screen) for each Gazette issue 

going back to Volume 1 Number 1 in 1938.  

The cover and table of contents are shown in 

the record and a listing of all the photos of 

pre-1916 cars and each of the articles in that 

issue.  So, at its most basic level, a member 

simply has to enter the volume (or year) and 

number of an issue of interest, and he or she 

will be looking at a complete summary of the 

photos and articles contained in it”. . . . . 

“But the strength of the HCCA Gazette 

Database is that it is searchable.  At the click 

of a button, any member can view a listing of 

all 23,000 photos or 13,000 articles.” 

Peter added, “We have created a series of 

YouTube tutorial videos to help members get 

started and learn how to use the program.  Or, 

for those Regional Groups that hold meetings 

via Zoom, I am available to do an exciting 

presentation on this handy tool.  I encourage 

all HCCA members to give it a try.”   

Ask your Regional Group to schedule a 

training session with Peter at the next 

meeting.  You will be glad you did.   

 

• Celebration of Brass III – From the Gazette: 

“The Gilmore Car Museum at Hickory 

Corners, Michigan, will again be the place to 

be this summer for pre-1916 automobile, 

truck, motorcycle, and bicycle enthusiasts. 

Plan to join the fun, with or without a Brass 

Era vehicle, for the car show, swap meet, car 

games, educational demonstrations, vintage 

fashion review, on-site activities, and special 

events” 

This year’s featured marque is the E-M-F & 

family, including: Everitt, Flanders, Northern 

& Studebaker.  July 13th – 18th, 2023. 

 

Doug Tomb / Douglas.tomb@verizon.net 

Board Member – HCCA NN Editor … 







 

 

            Continued on page 10. 

The History of Record Players in Cars 
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Text and photos courtesy of Jerry Miller, carshareclub.org. 

 
In the 1950s, anything seemed possible. The United States was recovering from a World War and 
feeling very confident in its future. It felt like America was rising like a phoenix from the ashes of the 
war, and new inventions were everywhere. Technology was heading in leaps and bounds toward the 
advancements that would take men into space, and home gadgets and gizmos were being created 
that were intended solely for convenience. 
 
One of the places where the luxury of the 50s and 60s was felt the most was the car market. Cars 
were no longer boring and drab boxes on wheels that could get you from place to place. Cars were 
suddenly a sign of luxury and having a car with all the extras said something about a person. Enter all 
kinds of wacky comforts and upgrades, including the record player making its appearance in vehicles. 
 
Record players in cars was a dream that would one day lead to the reality of portable music that we 
all know and take for granted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The First Record Player: Everyone who hates the radio today has the same complaints that people 
in the 50s and 60s had. There is never enough music, and there are too many commercials. Plus, 
waiting for your favorite song to come on could take hours. Radio has always been one of the least 
pleasing parts of going on a road trip, and in the days before there were other options, it could some-
times be less enjoyable than silence. 
 
The rise of the record player in homes made some people question whether record players could be 
used in other settings. What if your road trip could be accompanied by your favorite music? What if 
your records could go with you on road trips? And so, the quest for a solution to this problem was im-
agined by car designers. Could a record player be added to a vehicle? 

2 



 

 

The first in-car record player was called the “Highway Hi-Fi Record Player.” This was a device designed 
by Dr. Peter Goldmark, who was the head of CBS Laboratories. CBS was the inventor of the Long-
Playing microgroove record or LP. This record player was first offered in Chrysler products. At first, it 
seemed like a win. 
 
At this time, there were two record formats that were competing for the market. These formats were 
the CBS, which was pushing the LP and classical music, and RCA, which was made for the 45-rpm sin-
gle. When record players were being added to cars, there was always the question of which was the 
best record type for each situation. 
 
The 45-rpm was more manageable in a car due to its size. However, this record needed to be changed 
every three to four minutes. Goldmark was obsessed with the question of how to make record players 
work better and more efficiently in the car. He and CBS decided that there needed to be a new record 
format. 
 
What if there was another recording format that was suited perfectly for vehicles? This was the question 
that Chrysler and people like Dr. Goldmark asked. And it led to work to try and invent a solution to this 
problem because people wanted to bring their music with them in the car and be free from the bor-
ing radio once and for all. 
 
A New Format: Dr. Goldmark succeeded. There was a new record format that was created that was 
meant to fix all of the issues with old formats. This was supposed to be the solution that made records 
in the car easy to use and better than ever. 
 
The new format slowed the turntable down to 16 2/3 rpm. This was half the speed of the LP. There 
were stabilizers that were added to the arm to keep it from skipping and scratching. This was called 
Highway Hi-Fi by Chrysler, and it was very popular. 
 
The first records were produced by Columbia, and they offered many popular tracks. These tracks in-
cluded work by Percy Faith, Cole Porter, and more. These were the hits of the time, and they were 
meant to be an inducement to make more people want to invest in this new technology. 
 
Consumer records did not test the product before it was added to vehicles, but the price tag of nearly 
$200 would have been a constraint for many people. This is $1,700 in today’s money! 
 
The problem with this record was that it could only be played in the car. You could not just grab your 
favorite records and head out to go on a drive. This was also an option that was only available on 
some cars, and they were new cars. There was not a market that was needed to generate lots of rec-
ords to feed this interest. 

 
The other trouble was that the record players kept breaking. Only one year into the process of adding 
record players to Chryslers, they began to withdraw the option from production. By the end of 1957, 
these gadgets were already slated for the junk heap. 
 
A Cheaper Option Hits the Market: In 1960, a cheaper car record player landed on the market. This 
was the RCA Victor, which was also referred to as the “Victrola.” This record player cost $51.75, which 
is $410.47 today. This was a more expensive option, but you could play your 45s on this record player. 
This record player was tested by Consumer Reports. 
 
The testers found that the record player would hold 14 records and that these records would play for 
two and ½ hours. This was only if extended 45s were used. This record player was also found to be 
easier to operate, and it allowed you to focus on the road rather than changing the record. Distracted 
driving has always plagued road safety, and if you think that changing a CD out from your disc changer 
is distracting, imagine changing out a record! 
 
A year later, there was a new record player produced that was made by Norelco. This was called the 
Auto Mignon. This player only held one 45 rpm record at a time. This was just four and ½ minutes of 
playtime. The Norelco also did not store records, so storage was an issue within the car. Having access 
to your records while you drove was never easy, and having loose records in the car could easily lead to 
broken and damaged records. 
 
A year later, there was a new record player produced that was made by Norelco. This was called the 
Auto Mignon. This player only held one 45 rpm record at a time. This was just four and ½ minutes of 
playtime. The Norelco also did not store records, so storage was an issue within the car. Having access  
to your records while you drove was never easy, and having loose records in the car could easily lead to 
broken and damaged records. 
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Surprisingly, these new record players were actually relatively stable and did not skip when you drove. 
The stylus never jumped over the grooves, even when driving over ruts and grooves. These units also 
ran faster than the Highway Hi-Fi. This made it sound better and helped to make sure that your other 
records would play on the record player in your car. 
 
This was a smaller unit that fit under the dash and barely 
impeded the legroom at the front of the car. This was a 
nice change of pace when compared with the first devic-
es, which were larger and bulkier. This smaller unit prob-
ably needed to be bigger to make storage more effec-
tive, but the sleek model was a nice change of pace. 
 
However, the RCA Victor was discontinued in 1961. The 
Victrola was discontinued the next year. There was a 
new technology on the scene, and it would actually be 
the device that would propel music portability forward. 
Without the introduction of record players to cars, the 
next steps of the music portability revolution might nev-
er have happened. 
 
Replaced by the Eight Track Tape: The right track 
tape quickly came on the scene to replace the record 
player. These were portable music devices that were 
easy to store and easy to insert while you were driving. 
You were also able to listen to lots of music with-
out changing the tape as well. This was revolution-
ary, and the eight-track tape solved the problems 
that could not be resolved through the invention of new 
kinds of records. 
 
The record player was not the solution for bringing music 
along with you on road trips. It never was. The eight-
track tape was the answer to all of these needs and 
more. For many years, this would be the solution to the 
“problem” of bringing music along with you on the road. 
 
Portable Music Becomes Possible: Today’s reality of 
virtual music that can be carried in your hand-held de-
vice would not have been possible without the experi-
ments with record players in cars. The motivation that 
led to the portability of music was the thought of bringing your music with you on adventures. The con-
cept of a boom box, a portable CD player, or even an iPod would never have been a reality without the 
thought of putting a record player in a car. 
 
Even if the record player in the car idea flopped, it opened the doors to so much more technology. It’s 
hard to imagine a reality without portable music. You can thank the original car record player for the 
music that you love to listen to on your phone. 
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